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Draft status assessment for White skate
Presented by Ireland 
Issue: This document presents the draft status assessment of White skate. The draft has been reviewed at ICG-POSH(extra). The draft is presented to BDC for agreement to publish. 
Action requested 
1. BDC is invited to;
0. agree the draft status assessment of White skate to be forwarded to OSPAR 2021 for publication on OAP; 
Background 
1. OSPAR requested advice from ICES on providing input to the status assessment of elasmobranchs: 
Special request 2018 delivered as 2020/9 – joint OSPAR/NEAFC advice request on the status and distribution of deep-sea elasmobranchs (incl. status assessment of Gulper shark, Leafscale gulper shark and Portuguese dogfish)
Request 2020/2 – Status assessments for Angel shark, Common skate complex (Flapper skate and Blue skate), Spotted ray, Thornback ray/skate and White skate;
Request 2020/3 – Status assessments for Basking shark, Porbeagle and Spurdog.
1. Ireland confirmed their lead role in processing the advice into the OSPAR assessment template at BDC 2020 for all the shark and ray species.  
1. ICG-POSH 2020 noted that “Work on the preparation of listed shark species assessments is expected to begin directly, incorporating as necessary the significant ICES work delivered to OSPAR in September 2020. Ireland can provide a brief update on this work in mid-late January 2021 if that would be helpful to ICG-POSH.” (ICG-POSH 20/8/1 §6.7b). ICG-POSH 2020 agreed to invite the co-convenors and Ireland to clarify the exact date on which the sharks and rays status assessments could be delivered, and to schedule an extra ICG-POSH five weeks after the completion of the assessments (ICG-POSH 20/8/1 §6.8). In early 2021 Ireland confirmed the delivery schedule and the co-convenors agreed to organise an extra ICG-POSH meeting to review the assessments 11-12 March 2021.
1. ICG-POSH(extra) reviewed the draft status assessment. Comments had been submitted in advance of the meeting by the UK. The draft assessment was considered on screen and the issued which had been raised were resolved. 
1. Ireland addressed the final drafting issues which had been agreed on screen at ICG-POSH(extra). A final draft for agreement is at Annex 1.

Annex 1
	
	OSPAR Assessment – White skate Rostroraja alba

	Sheet reference
	BDC2021/White skate

	Area assessed
	Regions II, III, and IV

	Title
	White skate: 2021 status assessment

	Key message
50 words


	The most recent ICES advice (ICES 2019a) concerning white skate described the stock development over time as follows: “This species has disappeared from most areas of former habitat in the Northeast Atlantic. There are very few recent, authenticated records of white skate in this area; these isolated records are from the English Channel, western Irish waters, and Portuguese waters. According to historical literature it appears to have occurred more frequently in previous decades. ICES therefore considers this stock to be depleted.” No improvement in the status of this stock has been observed since the last OSPAR assessment (OSPAR 2010). 

	
	Region

	Assessment of status
	I
	II*
	III
	IV
	V

	Distribution

	
	?
	?
	?
	

	Population size

	
	?
	?
	?
	

	Demographics, e.g. productivity
	
	?
	?
	?
	

	Previous OSPAR status assessment
	
	●
	●
	●
	

	Status
	NA
	Poor
	Poor
	Poor
	NA


*The species is considered extirpated from the North Sea but is still present in the Channel (ICES 2019b)

Explanation to table: 
Distribution, Population size, Condition
Trends in status (since the assessment in the background document)
↓ 	decreasing trend or deterioration of the criterion assessed 
↑ 	increasing trend or improvement in the criterion assessed
←→ 	no change observed in the criterion assessed 
?  trend unknown in the criterion assessed
Previous status assessment: If in QSR 2010 then enter regions where species occurs ( ○) and has been recognised by OSPAR to be threatened and/or declining (● ). If a more recent status assessment is available, then enter ‘poor’/’good’
Status [overall assessmetn]
red – poor 
green – good
blue cells ? –status unknown, insufficient information available. 
NA - Not Applicable 
*applied to assessments of status of the feature or of a criterion, as defined by the assessment values used in the QSR 2023 or by expert judgement.

Types of assessment:
1 – direct data driven, 
2 – indirect data driven, 
3 – third party assessment close-geographic match, 
4 - third party assessment partial-geographic match  
5 – expert judgement. 
(Use more than one number when mixed methods were used)

	
	Region

	Assessment of key pressures
	I
	II*
	III
	IV
	V

	Excessive mortality
	
	←→2
	←→2
	←→2
	

	Habitat damage
	
	?
	?
	?
	

	Prey availability
	
	?
	?
	?
	

	Threat or impact
	NA
	←→2
	←→2
	←→2
	NA



Key pressures
↓	key pressures and human activities reducing 
↑	key pressures and human activities increasing
←→ 	no change in key pressures and human activities
? Change in pressure and human activities uncertain
Threat  of impact [overall assessment]
red – significant threat or impact;
green –no evidence of a significant threat or impact
blue cells – insufficient information available 
NA – not applicable
Types of assessment:
1 – direct data driven, 
2 – indirect data driven, 
3 – third party assessment close-geographic match, 
4 - third party assessment partial-geographic match  
5 – expert judgement. 
(Use more than one number when mixed methods were used)


	Confidence
	Medium


	Background information
100 words
	The white skate was included on the OSPAR List of Threatened and/or Declining Species and Habitats in 2006. The original evaluation against the Texel-Faial criteria listed the species’ rarity, sensitivity and decline as reasons for its listing. The last status assessment of this species was carried out in 2010 (OSPAR 2010). This data-limited species is considered to be threatened in European waters and throughout the ICES area that covers its distribution. ICES provides advice on its stocks at the species level (ICES 2019a). 

	Geographical range and distribution
100 words + map/infographic
	The white skate is predominantly distributed in the eastern North Atlantic from the Celtic Sea to southern Africa and in the Mediterranean Sea (Stehmann and Bürkel 1984). As such, the species’ distribution includes OSPAR Regions III and IV, and the English Channel part of Region II. The stock structure within its overall distribution is unknown. 
[image: ]
Figure 1: Geographic distribution of the white skate in the Northeast Atlantic and adjacent seas. Note: The distribution of white skate may also extend further north than indicated here and also through the English Channel. Source: IUCN https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/61408/12473706.

	Population / abundance
100 words + figure
	The white skate has disappeared from most areas of its former habitat in the Northeast Atlantic. There are very few recent, authenticated records of white skate in this region; these isolated records are from the English Channel, western Irish waters and Portuguese waters. According to historical literature, white skates appear to have occurred more frequently in previous decades. ICES therefore considers this stock to be depleted (ICES 2019a). ICES advises that, when the precautionary approach is applied, there should be zero catches in each of the years 2020–2023.

	Condition
100 words + figure
	The white skate is a large bodied, slow growing and late maturing species that grows up to 200 cm in length (Bauchot 1987, Kadri et al. 2014). Kadri et al. (2014) reports its age at maturity as 20 - 23 years, with longevity estimated at 51 and 76 years for males and females, respectively. The embryos may take about 15 months to develop (Stehmann and Burkel 1984) while females produce between 55 and 156 ova per year (Serena 2005), with 1-2 egg capsules reported to be contained in each female’s oviducts at a time (Kadri et al. 2014).


	Threats and impacts
100 words
	The size and life history characteristics of this large demersal skate species render it particularly vulnerable to capture by fishing gears, which in combination with its population demography allow little capacity for it to withstand exploitation. White skates are likely to be caught as bycatch in multi-species trawl fisheries which operate along much of Europe’s continental shelf and upper slope, coinciding with this species habitat (Dulvy et al. 2006). The species is particularly vulnerable to being bycaught in comparatively shallow static net fisheries for crustaceans in one of its last refuges: Tralee Bay in southwest Ireland (Clarke et al. 2016).
While it is prohibited to retain this species if caught, white skates may not be reliably identified in catches at sea and discard survival is also unknown. While habitat degradation and prey availability may also have an effect on populations, such impacts are considered minor in comparison to that caused by fishing mortality. 

	Measure that address key pressures
100 words
	Since 2010, the white skate has been listed as a prohibited species for EU waters in ICES subareas 6–10. There is an EU requirement that all discards of white skate in these subareas must be recorded by commercial fishing vessels (EU 2015). ICES previously advised that white skates be retained on the prohibited species list. Full species protection (to minimise potential mortality from recreational fisheries) does not apply across all of its OSPAR range, however. 
The white skate is listed as ‘Critically Endangered’ on the IUCN Red List (Gibson et al. 2008, Nieto et al. 2015) and it is further protected in the UK by its Wildlife and Countryside Act. 

	Conclusion (incl. management considerations)
250 words
	The most recent ICES advice (ICES 2019a) concerning white skate described the stock development over time as follows: “This species has disappeared from most areas of former habitat in the Northeast Atlantic. There are very few recent, authenticated records of white skate in this area; these isolated records are from the English Channel, western Irish waters, and Portuguese waters. According to historical literature it appears to have occurred more frequently in previous decades. ICES therefore considers this stock to be depleted.” No improvement in the status of this stock has been observed since the last OSPAR assessment (OSPAR 2010). 

	Knowledge gaps
100 words
	Given the depleted nature of the stock throughout its distributional range, many fishers and sea-going research staff or fisheries observers are unfamiliar with this species. Moreover, white skate may be misidentified or confused with other skate species encountered at sea, such as large Dipturus species (e.g. D. batis, D. intermedius and D. oxyrinchus) and potentially the shagreen ray Leucoraja fullonica. Improved identification and educational material should be developed and circulated to fishers, in order to aid in data collection and to highlight the need to release prohibited species once they are landed aboard. 
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	Method used
	The assessment is based on ICES stock assessments, peer reviewed literature, and expert opinion.
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